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POPULATION OF RHODE ISLAND BY COUNTIES AND MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS. 

This bul1etin, prepared under the direction of Mr. WILLIAM C. HUNT, chief statistician for population, gives 
the aggregate population of Rhode Island by counties fl,nd minor civil divfaions, according to the official count of 
the returns of the Twelfth Census, taken as of ,Juno 1, 1900. 

Rhode Island was one of the original thirteen states. Table 1 shows the population of Rhode Island at each 
census from 1790 to moo. inclusive. together with the increase by number and per cent during· each decade. 

TAllLJa l.-POPULATION OF RHODE ISLAND: 17HO TO moo. 

INCUEASE. 

CI!!NSlTS YEAHS. Populntion. 1---.-----1 

Number. Per cont. 

1900............................................ ,128,550 83, 050 24.0 
1890. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . 3·15, 506 68, 975 24.9 
1880.......... ... .. . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 276,531 59, 178 27. 2 
1870............................................ 217, 853 ·12, 73~ 24.5 
1860 .............. - ................... ;·······-- 174,620 27, 075 18.4 

1850............................................ 147, 545 38, 715 35. 6 
18'10. .... .. ...... .. . . .. ... . . . ... . . . ............. 108,830 11, 631 12.0 

1830. .. . • . . .. .. • • .. . • . . . . . . . . . . .. . • . .. .. .. .. • • . • 97' 199 H,rnl 17.1 
JR20. ...... ...... .. . . . . . ... . . .... . .............. 83,015 G,08,J 7. u 
1810 •........ ·-·... •. . . ... . . . .. ... . .......... ... 76, 931 7,809 11. 3 
1800............................................ ll9, 122 297 o. •1 
17\10............ ................................ ll8,825 -·---------- --········ 

The population of the state in 11100 hi 428,556 tts compared with a population in 1890 of 345,506, representing 
an incroa80 :,;irwc 1800 of 83,050, or 24.0 per cent. A noticeable feature of the census record of Rhode Island is 
that the population has increased in substantially the same mtio for four succeeding decades. For the first half 
of the century the growth of the state, as indicated by census retums, was by relatiyely small and :fluctuating 
ratios, but for the ln,tter half, the increase has been considerable for each succeeding decade. 

The population of Rhode Island in 1900 is more than six times as large as the population fur 1790, when tho 
first census of the state was taken. 

The total land surface of Rhode Island is, approximately, 1,053 square miles, the average number of persons 
to the square mile at the censuses of 1890 and 1900 being as follows: 1890, 328.1; 1900, 407.0. 

Tttble 2 shows the population of Rhode Island by counties ttt each censc.s from 1790 to 1\JOO, inclusive, while 
table 3, which immediately follows, shows, for each county, the increase by number and per cent during the ten 
years from 1890 to 1900. 
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'l'AHLB 2.-POPULA'l'ION OF RHODE ISLAND BY COUNTIES: 1790 'l'O 1900. 
---·------ - -- ·- - ·-· - --··---.· -·-:::-::-:::-:-:-...-~==----""""'.'_-:;-~_-::::::::::::=: .. -· --~- - --~--

CQUNTrnS. 1000 189\l 1880 1870 1860 1800 1840 1830 1820 1810 1800 
----

'.!'he St11te .......... 428,556 345,506 276, 531 217, 353 174, tl20 147,545 108,830 97, 199 83, 015 76, 931 69, 122 
- ----

Bristol ................... 13, 144 11,428 11, 394 9,421 8, 907 8,51'1 6,476 5, 446 5,037 5,072 3,801 
Kent ..................... 29, 976 26, 764 20,588 18, 595 17,303 15, 068 13, 083 12, 789 10, 227 9,834 H,487 
New£ort ... c .. : .......... 32, 599 28, 652 24, 180 20, 050 21, 896 20, 007 16, 874 16, 535 15, 770 10,294 H,8'15 
Prov dence .............. 328,683 255, 123 197, 87'1 149, 190 107, 799 87, 526 58, 073 47, 018 35, 698 30, 709 25,85'1 
Washington .............. 24,154 23, 649. 22,495 20, 097 18, 715 16, 430 14, 324 15, 411 15, 683 14, 962 16, 135 

TABLE 3.-INOREASE IN POPULATION OF RHODE ISLAND BY COUNTIES: 1890 TO HJOO. 

COUN'r!ES. 

The State ............................................. . 

Bristol. ... - ....................... - · .. · .. · .... · · • .. · · · · · · · · · · 
Kent ....................................................... . 

~;6~18~~·,;.;: :: : :: : : : :: :: : : :: : : : : : : : : : : :::::: ::::::::::::::::: 
Washington ................................................ . 

· INCREASE. 

Number. Percent, 

83,050 

1, 716 
8,222 
4,047 

73, ~~i 

15.0 
12. 0 
14. 2 
28.8 

2.1 

There have been no territorial changes in the counties of Rhode Island since 1890. 

11' 110 

--
Ci 8,825 

--

1 

3,211 
8,848 
·l,300 
.J,391 
8,075 

2: 
1 

All the 5 counties of the state have increased in p:ipulation during the decade, the largest percentag·e of 
increase being 28.8 for Providence county, which includes the city of Providence. 

Table 4 shows the population of Rhode Island by minor civil divisions, so far as it was separately returned 
at the censuses of 1890 and 1900. 

TABLE 4.-POPULATION OF RHODE ISLAND BY MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS: 1890 AND 1900. 

MINOR CIVl!o DIVISIONS. 

BRISTOL COUNTY .................. , .............. , • , •• 

~~m~g;g~,~~~V.'~:: ::: : ::::: :: : : : ::: ::: :::: :::::: :: : : : :: ::: 
Warren town ............................................ . 

XENT COUNTY ....................................... . 

Coventry town.c ........................................ .. 
En.qt Greenwich town .................................... . 
Warwick town ........................................... . 
West Greenwich town ................................... . 

NEWPORT COUNTY ................................... . 

Jamestown town ....................................... .. 
Little Compton town .................................... . 

~r m,rn·:::•·••••••••••••••••••••••·••••·i:m·· New Shoreham town ................................... .. 

~?~~~~Ng,~~,:~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

PJ<OVIDENC:;J COUNTY ............................... .. 

Burrlllvlllc town ............ ~ ........................... . 
Centml Fttlls city• ...................................... .. 

j~ I.~•· ••••••• -••.••••••••• ·······:····:· i ~--
Cumberland town ................................. ,, .... . 
East Providence town ................................... . 

1000 

13,1'14 

1,135 
6,901 
5,108 

29, 976 

5,279 
2, 775 

21, 816 
606 

82, 599 

· 1,.198 
1, 132 
1, 4o7 

.22, 034 

1, 396 
2, 105 
2, 977 

328, 683 

6, 817 
18, 167 

13, 343 
8,925 

12, 138 

1 Cen_~ml Falls ci.ty organizccl fr<:>m part of Lincoln town since 1890. 
'N!uragansett d!Btrict given as m South Kingstown town in 1890, 

18110 

11,428 

1,461 
li,'178 
4,489 

26, 754 

5, 068 
3, 127 

17, 761 
798 

707 
1, 128 
1, 154 

19, 457 

1, 320 
1, 949 
2, 837 

255, 123 

5,492 

8,099 
8,090 
8,422 

MINOR crvn, DIVISIONS. 

PR0°VIDENCE COUNTY-Continued. 

Foster town .............................................. . 
Glocester town ......................................... .. 
Johnston town ........................................... . 
Lincoln towni ........................................... . 
North Providence town ................................. . 
North Smithfield town ................................. .. 
Pawtucket city .......................................... . 

\~~~~ t::::: ::::::::::::::::::::: :: ::::::: ::: 1~: ~~~ 

PrJii~1 ~;~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~:: ~ ~:: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~. J. ~~~ .. 
!~~I ILHHHH;ii!Hii!Hi~iii ~U!~ 

J~J::::.:•••um :m: ... ~~-
Smithfield town ......................................... . 
Woonsocket city ......................................... . 

!~Ii ~i~i iiijiiji)i iiii)i ii ii) i j ~iiiiiiiiji;;; l:l~i 
WASHINGTON COUN'l'Y ................................ . 

Charlestown town ...................................... .. 

~~~~i~i~~~c),"Vii: :: ::: :::: :: : :: ::: : :: : :: : ::::: ·::::: :: : ::: 
Narragansett district2 ........................ : .......... . 
North Kingstown town .................................. . 
Richmoncl town ......................................... . 
South Kingstown town2 ................................. . 
Westerly town ......................................... · .. . 

"Exclnsive of population of N nrmg1111sett district. 

moo 

1,151 
1,4()2 
4,805 
8,937 
B,016 
2,422 

39, 231 

175, 597 

3, 361 
2,107 

28, 204 

2,1,lM 

1)71) 
8<11 

2,602 
1,523 
4, 19,1 
1,506 
4, 972 
7,541 

181!0 

----
11252 
2,0% 
0,778 

2Qij&:::.5 
2,081 
a,1n 

27,()83 

132,HG 

23,, 6-19 

1115 
96'1 

2, 86-1 
1, •108 
4, 1\13 
1, 669 

"ij:m 
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There are 5 incorporated cities in Rhode Island, for which the population in 1900 is septtrately returned, and 
these incorpOl'ated places are presented in table 5 in alphabetical order, being abstracted from table 4, in which 
they are presented in detail under the counties in which they a.re severally situated. 

TABLJ" 5.-POPULATION OF THE INCORPORATED CITIES OF RHODE ISLAND: 1890 AND 1900 . 

CITIFS, 

Oen tral Falls cl ty .......................................... .. 

i~~r~~l~t~tt;::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Woonsocket city ............•..........•..................... 

POPU!,ATION, 

moo 1800 

18, 1G7 
22, 034 
39, 231 

175, 597 
28,2°'1 

.... iu,«i57 
27, 633 

132, 1'16 
20, 830 

. 

Of the above named 5 incorporated places there are 2 that have °less than 25,000 inhabitants, namely, Newport, 
with 22,034, and Central Fi11ls, with 18,167; and 3 that have more than 25,000, namely, Proyidence, with 175,597; 
Pawtucket, with 39,231; and Woonsocket, with 28,204: inhabitants. Table 6 shows the population of the cities 
having more than 25,000 inhabitants at each census from 1790 to 1900, inclusive, so :far as it is separately stated 
in the census reports, together with the increase by number and per cent during each of the ten-year periods. 

TABLE 0.-POPULATION OF PAWTUCKET, PROVIDENCE, AND WOONSOCKET: 1790 TO 1900. 

PAW'fUCKET. PROVIDENCE, WOONSOCKET. 

CENSUS Yl~AHS. Increase, IncrellSC. Inercnse. 

PopultLtion. 1-------- Population. 1--------11 Popnltition. 1---------
Number. Per cent. Number. Per cent. Number, Per eent. 

------------------······l----+----1----1----1----11-----:-----1-----
1900. ........... ....................... 39,231 11,598 42.0 175,597 43,451 32.9 28,204 7,374 85.4 
1890................................... 27,033 8,003 45.2 132,146 27,289 26.0 20,830 ·l,780 29.8 
1880................................... 19, 030 12, '111 187. 5 1°'1, 857 85, 953 52. 2 16, 050 4,528 39. 2 
1870................................... 0,619 2,419 57.6 08,90.f 18,238 36.0 11,527 ........................... . 
1860................................... 4, 200 447 11. 9 50, 666 9, lfill 22. 0 ............. · 1· ....................... . 
1850................................... 3,753 1,509 71.8 41,513 18,342 79.2 ............... :: .•..... : ................ . 
1840.......... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 184 725 49. 7 23, 171 6, 338 37. 7 .............. :· .......................... . m8::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: .. , .... ~::~: .. :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: t~:~~~ 5,066 43.1 ......................................... . 

1-1~-10_:_: :_:_: :_: :_:_: :_: :_: :_:_: :_: :_:_: :_: :_: :_:_: :_: :_: :_:,_: :_:_: :_: :_: :_:_: :_: :_,_:_: :_: :_:_: :_: :_: :_:_!.: :_:_: :_: :_: :_: :_:_: :_,: ,___1_~:_~7_1~-'--:...·:...·~--~.:._~-~:_l!_:...·.c..·:...·:_·~-_:_~:_~-'_:_i._:_· :. :. :_ :. :. :_:_:. :. :. :_ :. :_ :_11:· :_ :_:_ :_:_:. :_:.:_ :_ :_ :_:_ :_ :. :. :: :. :.:. :. :. :. :_ :. :_ :_ 1790 .••••.••••••.•••...•.••..•....•..•... _.,.......... . . . . • . • . . • . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . • . o, 380 . 

All o:f the above named cities have received material accessions to their population during the last ten years, 
and it is observed that the census history of each is marked by a continuous and vigorous growth. Proyidence 
was first enumerated in 1790, when it had a population of 6,380. After a growth of one hundred years the 
population in 1890 was 132,146, which became 175,597 in 1900, representing an increase during the last decade of 
43,451, or 32. 9 per cent as against an increase of 26. 0 per cent for the decade immecliately preceding. More than 
one-third o:f the present popuhttion of the state is within the boundaries o:f this city. Pawtucket was first reported 
separately in 1830, with a population of 1,459, which ha8 increased to 39,231 in 1900, the rateof incrmt;;e for the 
last decade being 42.0 per cent as against 45.2 per cent for the preceding decade. Woonsocket made its :first 
appearance as a city in the census of 1870, with a population of 11,527. This has increased to 28,204 in 1900, the 
gain during the last decade being 35.4 per cent tts compared with a gain of 29.8 per cent for the ten years from 
1880 to 1890. 


